
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                   APRIL 24, 2016 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship – John 13:21-30 
 Hymn – 104 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I usually have desires about how I want my day 
to be.  Sometimes these are vague, and at other times more 
specific.  I notice that a day rarely goes as I desired it.  
Sometimes this is because of events that happen to me, or 
what other people do that impacts me, but mostly it is because 
of me.  I get side-tracked, diverted, distracted.  I sometimes 
wonder who is in charge, and frequently only discover that it is 
not me.  It is as though someone inside me betrays me, and I 
am given over to the will and intention of another.  I have 
learned to resist and dismiss these betrayals.  The only thing I 
learn from them is to not have them, to overcome them, and 
to begin again the effort to have what I desire.  I never let 
them teach me anything about myself.  I never consider that 
what I desire may be more of a problem for me than what 
distracts me. 
 

 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 13:31-35 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 116 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for May 1, 2016 
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; 

Revelations 21:10; 21:22—25:5; John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9. 
 
FYI 
 We received $532.00 for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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…The Christian Easter… 
Easter is one component in a large and 
complex expansion of our personal life 
which God engineers and orchestrates 
within each of us throughout the course 
of our life, the purpose of which is to 
increase our capacity to live the life that 
is ours with greater congruence and 
consciousness.  Easter is not the focus; 
the focus is this expansion of our 
personal life.  The experience of Easter 
involves 1) our mentally comprehending 
that this expansion which God engineers 
and orchestrates is irrepressible, that it 
surges back from anything we do to 
inhibit, impede and defeat it, and then 2) 
our emotionally resting in the truth that 
this expansion endures and does not 
yield to anything.  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 13:31-35 
 This reading is immediately preceded by the account of Christ 
telling the disciples he will be betrayed, and then in essence 
revealing or specifying Judas as the one who does so, and then 
Judas setting out to do so. Christ then says: “Now the Son of Man 
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.” 
 We begin by looking at the title “Son of Man.” This title refers to 
a figure in 1st century mythology who [using 21st century terms] 
initiates and orchestrates the dismantling of our normal and 
familiar thought-world and the construction of a more inclusive 
thought-world to replace it. The Son of Man was thought of as what 
was responsible for this kind of personal, and therefore also social, 
change. In the 1st century church, Christ was often designated as 
the Son of Man because the work done by Christ also accomplished 
what the Son of Man achieved. For this text, we can treat the two 
terms as one and the same. 

The Greek word translated as “glorified” means “to render 
glorious;” the ultimate origin of this word is the verb “to show.” 
There are many definitions of “render,” and I think the one that 
best fits here is “to submit or present, as for consideration.” I am 
thinking that the way the text is constructed, with the betrayal 
preceding this reading, the text is “presenting for (our) 
consideration” the idea that Christ is willing to be betrayed, and 
that his being this way is “glorious” [meaning: “deserving glory”]. 
His willingness to be betrayed deserves “great honor, praise or 
distinction” [the meaning of “glory”] and “shows” us something 
essential about Christ, something central to who he is. Taking into 
account the prepositions used in the text, Christ’s willingness to be 
betrayed is a “fixed” characteristic of him, one from which he does 
not move. To give “glory” to Christ, or to “glorify” him, would mean 
to “present for consideration” by the way we relate to ourselves 
and others how human life can be lived when our betrayals are 
realities to which Christ is open and willing to relate by putting our 
betrayals to use. For the writer of John, what is said of Christ can 
also be said of God: that God is willing to be betrayed and does not 
turn away from betrayals. God’s being this way “shows” us a 
“fixed” characteristic of God, one from which God does not move. 

I believe most of us assume that what we want for ourselves is 
the same as what God wants for us. While this may not actually be 
true, in practice when we compromise what we want it is like we 
have betrayed ourselves and God. The word “betray” means “to 
deliver into the hands of an enemy in violation of a trust or 
allegiance.” Its root is “to hand over.” Betrayals are common 
experiences. Let’s say we want to do A, B and C, and as we make the 
effort to achieve these we find we are distracted away from what 
we had intended and instead accomplish X, Y and Z. It is like we are 
“delivered into the hands of an enemy” and our effort is 
compromised. In essence, we are “handed over” to the will of 
another. We generally dismiss these distractions or interruptions 
and return to the effort to be or do what we want. But Christ does 
not turn away from these betrayals as we do. Instead, he makes use 
of them. 
 In the past when we considered other texts we talked about the 
intention of God being to assist us in inhabiting the fullness of our 
life. The fullness of our life includes the aspects of our life which 
historically were encouraged as well as those that were 
discouraged. The fullness of our life includes both things we know 
about ourselves and also things we do not yet know, things we like 
and enjoy and things we dislike and fear. God wants us to relate to 
all of these—the fullness of our life. What gets in the way of this is 
the idealism we inherited as to who we “should” be and what 
“should” be true of us. Our idealism pressures us to only be what 
we “should” be. The aspects of our life that do not meet our ideals 
interrupt our meeting those ideals, and these interruptions are the 
betrayals we experience. Betrayals are the result of our being 
influenced by the presence of aspects of our life which have not 
been included in our understanding of who we are, and need to be. 
God is open to our betrayals, and is willing to relate to us through 
them, and will help us explore them and incorporate what they 
teach us about ourselves. If we understand this it might help us be 
more interested in our betrayals, what we consider to be our faults 
and failures, and give us a willingness to explore these and look at 
them, rather than doubling our efforts to move back in line with our 
ideals. We might get some relief from the pressure to always put 



our best face forward, and learn instead to present in a more 
human way, a way that allows our own self and others the gift of 
seeing us as flawed, troubled, conflicted and struggling, that is, as 
human beings. To live in this way would be to “glorify” Christ, to 
“show” the world what Christ is about. 
 At the heart of the fullness of our life which Christ is 
orchestrating within us is the commandment to “love one another 
as I [Christ] have loved you.” Let’s return to the metaphor of the 
internal table around which the many aspects of our personality sit 
and hold conversations—the commandment asks us to hold to the 
intention of loving and including whatever Christ brings to our 
table, including especially what we believe are betrayals. This is not 
something we always feel like doing, but is something we can learn 
to do because it is the right thing to do in the sense of it yields the 
fullness of our life. As we give ourselves to moving toward this way 
of being related to ourselves, we glorify God, give glory to Christ, 
and other people will know we are disciples [learners] of Christ’s 
way. 
 Beginning with the Gospel reading for today the lectionary texts 
will introduce to us the idea that Christ goes away. This idea evolves 
into the understanding that another will come who will help us 
remember what Christ has taught us and will also help us use what 
we have learned so that it becomes integrated into our 
understanding of who we are. This transition in our experience of 
ourselves and of God’s interaction with us is finally celebrated as 
the giving of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 

[Jim Robie, 4-21-16, Lectionary Cycle C, John 13:31-35] 
 


